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This Journal is the fifth consecutive April issue devoted to Washington County’s Civil 
War Experience. We hope (and believe) that we have been fairly successful in publishing works 
that tell in our own words and, more importantly, in the scant surviving writings of our 
ancestors of that devastating war of 1861-1865 and its aftermath. 


In this issue, the reader will find fewer genealogically oriented articles. Considerable 
‘space is allocated to the Battle of Plymouth, April 1864. The Battle brought thousands of 
“strangers”, some uniformed in blue, some clad in gray, to our town and county. However 
brief their sojourn here, they spilled their blood here, and sweated bitter sweat here, and knew 
the terror and exhilaration of battle here, and thus became a part of us.....a part of our story. 


General Wessell’s lengthy report is reprinted here in its entirety. A careful reading of it, 
with reference to the “Map of Plymouth and Defences”, will enable one to follow the action 
here during those balmy spring days and those nights of the bright full moon....April 17-20. 
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IN PERSPECTIVE.... 


Engraved upon the war memorial on the Washington County Courthouse grounds are 
27 names. Those names represent all of the county’s servicemen known to have died in the two 
World Wars and the Korea and Vietnam conflicts. Represented here are the men of both races 
who died of disease, by accident, or in mortal combat. 


We have no such monument to our dead of the Civil War. If we did, our memorial 
stone would be much larger to record the names of our fallen. 


th 


Take, for instance, Company G., 17" North Carolina Troops, of Washington County. 
That unit, probably never mustering more than seventy-five men at any one time, suffered at 
least twelve combat deaths and twenty-five from accident or disease. “G.” emerges as a 
“typical” company in that, North and South, roughly two men died of disease for each one who 
died of wounds. 


With Company G. in mind, we can speculate on the loss of county men in the many 
other units in which local men served. We were well represented in several Confederate 
infantry regiments, in artillery battalions, and in cavalry and naval units. Other of our men 
marched with the First and Second Regiments of Union Volunteers, and many of our young 
black men were in the ranks of United States ‘Coloured’ Regiments. 


The Census of 1860 shows the county population to have been 3,592 “White” and 
2,765 “Non-White”. From this we see that Company G’s thirty-eight deaths accounted for a 
little more than 1% of our white population. 


What was our county’s total loss in war dead? How many of our young men died 
beneath their respective flags? We don’t know. But we do know that the number was far, far 
greater than our loss in all of our Twentieth Century wars. 


¢¢4¢ ¢ ¢ 4 


Thomas B. Haughton and Girard W. Phelps, both Episcopalians, are the only known 
Confederate chaplains from Washington County. See WCGSJ April 1995. 
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CONFEDERATE PRISONERS OF WAR 


CasTLE WILLLAM, 
Governor's Island, September_30, 1861. 
Hon. Soon CameRON : 


Secretary of War of the United States: 


The undersigned are orderly sergeants of the companies taken pris- 
oners at the surrender of Fort Haticras, oa the coast of North Carolina, 
on the 20th ultimo. Our men are now suffering very greatly from disease. 
To-day — of the 630 are confined by disease which threatens to proa- 
trate us all. 


In this conflict now being waged between the two sections of our 
country prisoners have been discharged by both parties, as at Rich 
Mountain, Springfeld and Lexington, upon their parole not to bear 
arins until released from their obligation. We ask for our men that 
they may be permitted to return to their homes upon the same pledge, 
We are assured that a knowledge of our coudition would incline you 


favorully to consider this application. The officer having the care of 
us, liontennut Casey, of this post, has been active in kindness to ua, 
but the want of room and the presence of contagions diseases among us 
ununcd as we are to this climate defy all his efforts to protect us against 
ita force, Four of our men have died within the past five days and 


inany others are dangerously ill. 
ANDREW NORMAN 


Actg. Orderly Sergt. of Compan eventh Regt. Infantry 
‘ ad ent North Oarolina Volunteers. 
[And 635 men.] 


The above letter is unusual in that a non-commissioned officer of captive troops 
petitions a senior official of the enemy. However, Norman and his fellow sergeants were 
obviously encouraged to do so by the senior U.S, medical officer in charge of the prisoner’s 
welfare. Concurrent with Norman’s letter, Surgeon William J. Sloan, USA, wrote to both the 
commander of Ft. Columbus and the Surgeon General of the U.S. Army stating his inability to 


care for the prisoners due to lack of privies, indoor cooking and heating facilities, adequate 
ventilation and clothing. 


The prisoners were transferred to Fort Warren, Boston, from which the last were 
paroled by the end of January. They were declared “exchanged” on February 20, 1862. 


Andrew Norman was raised near present Creswell. In Census 1860, he was 21, a 
student, and living in the same household with a schoolmaster. This, coupled with his selling, 


that year, of his share of the lands of his late father, probably indicates plans to become a 
teacher. 


Norman became sergeant upon enlistment in Co. H., 17" N.C. Regiment (initially 
known as the 7" N.C. Volunteers). Upon exchange, he enlisted in Co. G. of the reorganized 


17". Regt., and was 1“ sergeant when wounded in the head near New Cold Harbor June 17, 
1864. He died in the Confederate hospital, Petersburg, August 9. 


EAN 


(Official Records Series II, Vol. 3, GPO 1898 
North Carolina Troops. NC Archives & History) 
This article is reprinted from “Roots & Vines”. WCGS July 1991. 
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THREE TARKINGTON BROTHERS IN THE CIVIL WAR 


Three sons of James Tarkington and wife served with the Confederate forces in the 
great conflict. 


Lawrence S. Tarkington (1836-1864), Pvt Co. G., 17" Regiment C.S.A., died 13 June 
1864 in Petersburg, VA. Lawrence never married, and is shown in the 1860 Census as 
“overseer” on the Joseph S. Norman Farm. 


Samuel C. Tarkington (1839-1884), Pvt. Co. G., 17" Regiment C.S.A., survived the 
war and in 1871, married Helen Henrietta White, daughter of Noah White. Samuel died in 
1884, leaving his wife and 6 young children. 


Cornelius Tarkington (1842-191?) served in the Edenton Bell Battery and also survived 
the war. He married Ann Eliza White in 1878, who was a daughter of Noah White. Two 
Tarkington brothers married two White sisters. They only had one child, who died in infancy. 


The Edenton Bell Battery was formed 7 February 1862, and its members were mostly 
from Chowan, Washington, and Tyrrell Counties. The church bells in Edenton had been 
melted down and become cannons. The cannoneers helped defend the Confederate capital of 
Richmond from June to December 1862. They were rushed south to engage federal troops at 
Whitehall, near Kinston, N.C. They only had two cannons, commanded by Lt. Nelson 
McCleese, and faced thirty Union cannon for five hours. 


The battery fought its last battle at Bentonville, N.C. in March 1865, then withdrew 
towards Greensboro, N.C. and surrendered there on 1 May 1865. The Civil War had been 
over almost a month earlier. Noah White was my great great grandfather. 


VLE 
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CONFEDERATE VETERANS 


The General Convention, U. D. C. extended the time for bestowing 
Crosses of Honor, to give all who desire one another opportunity. 

1 request that every eligible (exposed to fire of battle) Veteran, in the 
Counties of Beaufort, Hyde, martin, Washington, Tyrrell, and Dare who has not 
a Cross, apply to me at once. If Veteran be dead, the widow, (having endured 
hardships of the war) or decendant is eligible. 

Application blanks will be gladly sent to all applicants in the above 
counties. Positive data must be given. 

Please do not delay, as time is required. 

LENA WINDLEY, 
Pres. Pamlico Chapter, U. D. C., 


Washington, N. C. 
(The Washington Progress. February 6, 1913) 
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THE EDENTON BELL BATTERY 


Company B., 3d Battalion North Carolina Light Artillery, was comprised chiefly of men 
from Chowan and Tyrrell, with some others from Washington and other counties. 


The Company became, early on, popularly known as the “Edenton Bell Battery”. Even 
today, most of us say, “He rode with the Bell Battery”, rather than use the unit’s official 
designation. The origin of the name, and some of the Battery’s lore, was recalled by John W. 
Graham, member of the vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church: 


The Edenton Bell Battery was recruited in the winter of ‘61-’62, and left 
Edenton soon after the fall of Roanoke Island, going first to Weldon, then 
Raleigh, next to Richmond and finally to North Carolina again. The Bell Battery 
was organized in response to General Beauregard’s famous call to melt the bells. 
The bells furnished four cannon and were, namely, the “St. Paul”, from the bell 
of St. Paul’s Church; the “Fannie Roulhac”, from the Methodist Church; the 
“Columbia”, from the bells of the two shipyards; and the “Edenton”, from the 
Academy, Courthouse, Hotel, and other bells presented by private individuals. 


The ultimate fate of the cannon made from the bells is not known, but it 
is believed the “St. Paul” was captured by the Union forces when the gun crew 
under Sergeant B.F. Hunter was captured near Town Creek, North Carolina, and 
recent investigation leads to the belief that the other cannon were dumped into 
the Eno River at Hillsboro, North Carolina, to prevent their capture by the 
Federal forces and that they have unfortunately been destroyed.’ 





North Carolina Troops records that the Battalion was first mustered into State service, 
then—May 20, 1862—into the “Confederate” service. Each of the three “permanent” 
companies (A, B, and C) consisted of three “sections” of two guns each. Of course, conditions 
were seldom ideal. 


Returning from Virginia, one of the battalion’s first tasks was to help oppose Union 
General Foster’s thrust from New Bern toward the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad. Due to 
scarcity of horses for men and guns, only Company B. (the Bell Battery) commanded by 1* 
Lieutenant Nelson McCleese, was able to take part in the action at White Hall on the Neuse 
River, December 15, 1862. 


McCleese had “one gun disabled by a shell that broke its axle and struck down five of 
his cannoneers”. At least two of the fatalities were from Tyrrell County: Pvt. Riddick Arnold, 
and Pvt. John W. Tarkenton. 


Shortly after White Hall, the Bell Battery was sent to Bald Head (Smith) Island, near the 
mouth of Cape Fear River, where it spent most of the next two years helping guard the vital 
river approach to the Port of Wilmington. With the fall of Ft. Fisher, it joined the retreat inland, 
and was hotly engaged at Bentonville on March 19, 1965. 


The Battery was formally surrendered on April 26. By then, many of the men had 
already begun the long walk home to the Scuppernong. 
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We list, below, men of Tyrrell and Washington Counties known to have served the Bell 
Battery. Rank is “Private” unless otherwise shown.” 


From Tyrrell County 


Armstong, Thomas ‘Liverman, Thomas 
Arnold, Riddick McCleese, Nelson, 1* Lt. 
Brickhouse, Docterin D. Mann, Solomon 
Brickhouse, Franklin, Cpl. Meekins, James A. 
Cahoon, Jordan Owens, Benjamin F. 
Combs, Abner A., Quartermaster Sgt. Owens, Joseph M. 
Cooper, Jesse L., Cpl. Patrick, Franklin E. 
Davenport, Edward S., Sgt. Patrick, John A. 
Dillon, Silas W. Phelps, Franklin E. 
Dunston, John Savage, John A. 
Gibson, Thomas L. Sawyer, John A. 
Hassell, John Tarkenton, John 
Hayman, James I. Tarkenton, John W. 
Hopkins, Cyrus E. White, John 
Liverman, Ashley H. Wynn. Andrew 


From Washington County 


Alexander, Harmon Powell, Junius B., Cpl. 
Bateman, Thomas B. Ramsey, Fletcher Y. 
Gilcott, George A. Spruill, Absolom 

Hassell, William H. Swain, James 

Lassiter, Richard Tarkenton, Cornelius, Sgt. 
Newberry, Demetrius _ Tarkenton, John 


Overton, Uriah 


1 Address of John Washington Graham, Esq. May 13, 1936. Diocesan Convention of East 
Carolina, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Edenton, NC. 


2? North Carolina Troops, Vol. I. NC Dept. of Archives & History. 
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MORE TO BE PITIED THAN CENSURED? 


Soldiers of the North Carolina Union Volunteers seem to have lived in constant terror 
of being captured by Confederate forces. This was especially true of those many who had 
deserted Southern units and enlisted in the service of the United States. For them, court- 
martial and execution were very justified fears. Many hard-fighting officers and men of the 
“regular” United States Army deplored their government’s enlistment of such men. 


The following, from Series I, Vol. XXXII, Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Armies..., relates the frustrating ordeal of one Union post commander when news 
of the Confederate victory at Plymouth reached his garrison. 


MOREHEAD CITY, April 22, 1864 

Major-General Peck: 
Since the arrival of the news from Plymouth the remainder of the Second | 

North Carolina Volunteers are much excited. I cannot place the least 
dependence on them for the defense of Beaufort or any other place. They are 
utterly demoralized and will not fight. Indeed, they are already looking to the 
swamps for the protection they have so far failed of getting from our 
Government. I can do nothing with them except send them to Fort Macon, and IJ 
feel they will be worse than useless there for the defense of the place, taking up 
the place of the sailors I have there manning the heavy guns, in place of the 50 
heavy artillerymen I have had to bring here to help do the guard and picket duty, 
and unable to man the heavy guns themselves. Can they not be sent to Fort 
Macon, out of harm’s way? I believe they will inevitably, in case of a fight, 
become panic-stricken and have a bad effect on the rest of this slim command. If 
this is done I will try and defend Beaufort with sailors and citizens, white and 
black. Whatever is the final disposition made of them, I think J will send them to 
Fort Macon early to-morrow morning to prevent further desertion. In the mean 
time J await your instructions. 

EDW. H. RIPLEY, 

. Colonel. 
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TELL IT LIKE IT IS, CAP’N! 


One of the men of Company F., 35" N.C. Regiment, was discharged 9 June, 1862, 
following this appraisal: 


“He is incapable of performing the duties of a soldier because of physical disability. He 
is only five feet in height, a poor, feeble speciman of humanity who should never have been 
received into service. He is always sick, and has done no duty for a long time.” 
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PRAYERS 


: bial teehee : x 
MEADQUARTERS N.C. TROORS,. —. 
: Raleigh, May 23, 1862. 
General Order, i St ob 
No. 6. 
At inorning and evening Parade at Camp Maugum, 
Prayers will be said. ‘The formation of Battalions for this 
purpose will be as follows : i ly : 

'The four centre companies being on the line, the.three right 
andleft oncs will be! placed at the right angles_.to_ this line, 
forming tlius, three sides ofa reciangle. ‘Iie Colonel, Field 
and Staff on the fourth side.- The battalion. Deing -at an 
order, the Colonel will command, Zest on arms, 

This command will be executed by placing both hand@on 
the muzzle, the head on the hands, or bowed, the cap raised 
from the head with the right hand, the right knee bent, 
Those not having arms will execute the command by bowing 
the head, bending the knee and placing the left hand under 
the right.elbow, and with the right hand raise the cap. This 
being done, the Chaplain, or, in his absence, the Colouel, or 
some officer designated by him, will say the following 


Prayers : 
Sip Tamers Draenei ee as er 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingd~n come, Thy, will be done on earth agit isin 
[leaven, Govous this day vur daily bread, and. forgive us 
our trespasse: is we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead ns nct inte teviptntion, Lut deliver ua frans evil; Tur 
‘Nine is the kingdom and the power and the. glory forever 


and ever. Amen. 





: Prayen. ‘ 
O most powerful aud glorious lord God, the Lord. of hosts, 
that rulest and commandest all things ; Thou sittest on Thy 
throne judging right ; and therefore we niake our ‘prayer to 
‘ ‘Thy Divine Majesty, in this our necessity, besceching ‘Thee 
to take the cause of our afflicted Country into, Thine own 
hand. Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come and help us; 
let not our sins now cry aainst us for vengeance , keep our 
soldiers ever mindful of Thine Allsceing leye j ‘lond, them 
brave hearts in the day of battle; and be u defence unto them 
against the face of the enemy. O Lord of hosts fight for us 
that we may glorify ‘Thee and drive the inyaderitrom : gut, 
soil. O, Almighty God, the sovereign Commiander.of all the 
—. world, restore to us, we beseech Thee, the blessing of peace; 
__ and make it appear that Thou art our Savi ur, ond mighty, 

Deliverer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. .-Ame Bs 
Tere may fulloit aig other short pray Ty GE WOE MOTE THAR 

tivo verses of a Psaln or dZymn. ed As 

After which the Chepluin will say : e 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love.of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever- 













~ 


more, Amen. 


By order of MAJOR GENERAL MARTIN. 


cy 


Assistant Adjutant Gencral. 





CAK 
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THE 85" REDOUBT 


This earthen fort, also known as Ft. Wessells, was attacked by units of Kemper’s 
Brigade about 10 a.m., April 18. Pounded by Confederate artillery and by the misdirected fire 
from Federal gunboats on the Roanoke, and repeatedly assaulted by infantry, it was 
surrendered about 11 p.m. 


Lieutenant L.A. Butts, 85"" New York Volunteers, assumed command of the fort after 
the mortal wounding of Captain N. Chapin. After his exchange in March 1865, the Lieutenant 
was finally able to report to General Wessells, who had been exchanged the previous August. 
We excerpt the following: 


“The garrison of the redoubt consisted of 42 enlisted men of Company K. Eighty-fifth 
New York Volunteers, with its officers, Capt. N. Chapin, Lieut. L.A. Butts, and Second Lieut. 
S.S. Peake, and 23 enlisted men of Company H., Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 
commanded by Second Lieut. H.L. Clark. Its armament was a light 32-pounder on a ship 
carriage, and an old-pattern iron 6-pounder field piece.” 


The Lieutenant tells of a bit of a problem with a gun crew. “...A battery was brought 
into position in the field on the southern front of the redoubt, which opened a rapid fire before 
our large gun could be shifted to bear upon it. The 6-pounder only could be used. It was well 
served under a close fire, two of the infantry helping to man it at the last in place of the 
artillery(men), who failed to come to the work.” 


The total casualties of the garrison, the Lieutenant reported, “In Company K, Eighty- 
fifth New York Volunteers....Captain N. Chapin mortally wounded, 1 sergeant killed, and 
three other enlisted men wounded (1 mortally), and of Company H., Second Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery, 6 wounded (2 supposed mortally).” 


(Official Records...) 
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EXECUTION OF DESERTERS 


Writing in North Carolina Regiments, J. Marshall Williams, a historian of the 54" 
North Carolina Regiment (with Hoke’s Brigade in the Battle of Plymouth), records: 


“Among these prisoners (taken at Plymouth) 22 had formerly belonged to our army, 
and had gone over to the enemy and taken up arms against us. These prisoners were sent to 
Kinston, given a fair trial by court-martial, convicted of high treason, and duly executed by our 
brigade.” 


Regiments editor, Walter Clark, footnotes, “After the war Secretary Stanton had in 
contemplation calling General Hoke to account, but the latter took the initiative by going to 
Washington and calling on General Grant who promptly stopped the proceedings”. 
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JAMES W. COOKE, CAPTAIN 
Confederate States Navy 


Cooke was a native of Beaufort, North Carolina. Born in 1812, and orphaned at four, 
he was raised by an uncle, an official of the Port. Entering the U.S. Navy in 1828 as 
midshipman, he was lieutenant when he resigned at the beginning of hostilities. 


Commanding the C.S.S. Ellis in the action at Roanoke Island, February 1862, Cooke 
and his ship were captured at Elizabeth City, where the North Carolina “Mosquito Fleet” was 
utterly destroyed. John N. Moffitt, C.S.N., wrote of Cooke’s ordeal: 


The Ellis, commanded by James W. Cooke resisted to the bitter end. 
Boarders swarmed on board of her, and were met, cutlass in hand, by the 
dauntless captain who, though badly wounded by a musket ball and by the thrust 
of a bayonet, fought with the fierceness of a tiger, refusing to surrender or haul 
down his flag. 


Overpowered by numbers he was bourne to the deck, and would have 
been slaughtered on the spot, but for the generous interference of an old 
associate, who caused him to be safely poumeyed to Commodore Rowan’s 
flagship, where extreme kindness was extended. 


Gilbert Elliott, 17" N.C. Regiment, and builder of the Ram Albemarle, also wrote of 
Captain Cooke’s aggressiveness: 


_of him it was said that “he would fight a powder magazine with a coal 
of fire”, and if such a necessity could by any possibility have existed he would, 
doubtless, have been equal to the occassion. 


Cooke was ordered to oversee the construction of the ironclad Albemarle, and to 
command her when completed. With her, he achieved notable victories at Plymouth, and on 
May 5, 1864 made naval history in his draw-battle with seven Union gunboats in Albemarle 
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Sound. Shortly thereafter, he was promoted to Captain, given command of “the inland waters 
of North Carolina”, and ended his service with the A/bemarle. 


In 1848, he married Mary Watts of Portsmouth, Virginia. They had three sons. After 
the war, he retired to Portsmouth, dying there in 1869. 


(North Carolina Regiments, Vol V. Article beginning pages 299 & 315. 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography. Powell. UNC Press) 
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GEORGE THOMAS ALLEN, CPL. 
Co. 1. 3 Regiment N.C.T. 


Allen was of the Pungo community, Beaufort County, on the Turnpike some twenty 
miles south of Plymouth. A 26 year old farmer, he enlisted on May 10, 1861 for the period “of 
the war”. 


As the autumn of 1861 drew near, the Third Regiment became a part of Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia, fighting in such early battles as Malvern Hill, Winchester, Sharpsburg 
(Antietam), Gaine’s Mill, and Chancellorsville. Private Allen, so far unscathed, was promoted 
to Corporal on May 15, 1863. His luck was about to run out. 


The corporal received a severe gunshot wound to the face and neck on the third day of 
Gettysburg. Captured, he was first treated near the battlefield, then sent to the Newton 
University Hospital in Baltimore. From there, he was transferred to the US General Hospital in 
Chester, PA. On September 17, he left Chester for City Point, VA, in an exchange of 
prisoners. Following exchange, he was in Richmond hospitals until furloughed, in early 
October, for 40 days. His records state that he was “commissioned December 1, 1863 by Gov. 
Vance in a company formed to guard prisoners at Salisbury.” His sword is now owned by his 
great grandson. 


George Thomas returned from the war, married Arnetta Allen, and raised a family of 
five children. 


(North Carolina Troops, NC Archives & History 
Military Records: National Archives) 
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Capt. Neil W. Ray, 6" Regiment N.C.T., reported their first encounter with hand 
grenades at the 85" Redoubt. He pronounced them “not very destructive”. 
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TWO JOSEPHS 
Foes and Kinsmen 


A straight path of four miles, across swamp, field, and forest of Skinnersville Township, 
would lead one from the grave of one Joseph Norman to that of another of that same name. 
So near in death, they were worlds apart in life. Although they shared a “grandfather” (great 
great in one case; great great great in the other), they shared little else. 


Joseph, son of William and Martha Norman, enlisted, age 18, in the First North 
Carolina Union Volunteers. The 1860 Census records that his father was a farmer with real 
estate valued at $75.00, indicating a holding of probably no more than thirty acres. 


Records show that this branch of the Norman family was solidly “Union”. Joseph’s 
Aunt Permelia Norman’s husband, Benjamin Dillon, deserted after brief service in the | 
North Carolina Regiment, joined the Second N.C. Union Volunteers, was captured, court- 
martialed, and executed. Sister Cassandra’s husband, Elisha Belanga, served with Joseph in 
the First Union Volunteers. 


Joseph and Elijah survived the war, raised families, and are buried side by side beneath 
U.S. gravemarkers. 


Joseph Stockton, son of Joseph Swift and Eliza Norman, enlisted, age 19, at the 
mustering of Company G., 17" North Carolina Regiment (Second Organization). The 
company was commanded by his older brother, Thomas Joshua. The father, owner of 59 
slaves in 1860, had at least 1160 contiguous acres of land valued at $6000.00. Personal 
property was valued at $87,250. 


Joseph Stockton served as a private in his brother’s company until shot through the 
lungs at Bermuda Hundred. The wound was fatal. His gravestone, near that of the Captain 
(who survived the war), doesn’t record that he was a soldier. 


The fallen gravestones of both of our Josephs lie in abandoned cemeteries. They have 
at least that to share. 


EAN 


(North Carolina Troops, and Addenda, Vol. VI 
Census 1860 
Unpublished Records) 


¢¢¢ ¢ 4 


WCGSJ jo APR 1997 


GENERAL WESSELS REPORTS 
On The Battle of Plymouth 


Cooperstown, N. Y., August 18, 1864. 


General: I have the honor to inform you that on the 20" of April last I 
was compelled to surrender the post of Plymouth, N. C., to a superior rebel 
force, and now report to you the circumstances, as follows: 

For some months previous to the date above mentioned, I felt satisfied, 
from information derived from various sources, that a vigorous effort on the part 
of the enemy would be made to wrest the State of North Carolina from our 
possession. This opinion was expressed to you in frequent communications, 
with the hope that the military force would be strengthened, and that at least one 
iron-clad gunboat would be added to the naval squadron for the protection of the 
sounds and rivers. My expectations were fully confirmed by the movement of 
General Pickett upon New Berne in February, and although this attempt resulted 
in failure, the enemy still remained in strong force along the line of the Neuse, 
evidently with further designs. During the month of April conflicting reports 
were brought as to the movements of the enemy; at one time he was said to be 
concentrating on the Roanoke, at another on the Tar River, threatening both 
Plymouth and Washington, when, on the 13", my information was so positive as 
to the former that I at once requested from department headquarters direct a re- 
enforcement of 5,000 men, believing they could not be spared from the North 
Carolina stations. 

On the 16" the gun-boat Tacony, Lieutenant-Commander Truxtun, 
arrived from New Berne, and having in the mean time learned that no 
considerable force of the enemy was on the Roanoke, but rather threatening 
Washington from some point on the Tar River, I permitted her to return on the 
following morning, April 17, and this decision is to be regretted. At 4 o’clock of 
that day the extreme mounted patrol on the Washington road was captured by an 
advanced guard of the enemy’s cavalry, and the cavalry outpost dispersed and 
driven in; a re-enforcement, under Lieutenant Russell, Twelfth New York 
Cavalry, was also compelled to retire, bringing away that officer severely 
wounded. The infantry outposts were at once strengthened, and the enemy soon 
began to appear on the Washington road in great force, having made a forced 
march of near 30 miles in hopes of making a complete surprise. This design 
failed, as our line of skirmishers remained steady. Fort Gray, 2 miles above and 
on the river bank, was assailed at the same time, sustaining until dark a heavy 
cannonade. The garrison, composed of detachments of Eighty-fifth New York 
Volunteers and Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Captains Brown and 
Fiske, though much annoyed by sharpshooters, returned the fire of the enemy 
with great vigor, and, with the exception of a few casualties, no impression was 
made on the work. The line of defense extended from Fort Gray to the crossing 
of Coneby Creek, below the town, a distance of 2 2 miles, the former being a 
detached work, separated from the main line by Welch’s creek and its marsh. 
The garrison was distributed along this line, and composed as follows: Sixteenth 
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Connecticut Volunteers, Col. Francis Beach, 400 effective men; Eighty-fifth 
New York Volunteers, Col. E. Fardella, 450; One hundred and first Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. W. Taylor, 300; One hundred and third Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Col. T. F. Lehmann, 400; Twenty-fourth New York Independent 
Battery, six guns, Captain Cady; detachment from Companies A and F, Twelfth 
New York Cavalry, Captain Roche, and two companies Second Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery, under Captain Sampson, the latter being distributed in small 
detachments in the several earth-works. There were also present portions of two 
companies Second North Carolina Volunteers, native troops, under Captains 
Johnson and Haggard. The naval force at that time consisted of the gun-boats 
Miami, Lieut. Commander Charles W. Flusser, U. S. Navy, one of Kentucky’s 
most noble and chivalrous sons; Southfield, Lieutenant French, volunteer 
service, with the smaller boats, Whitehead and Ceres, the whole under the 
direction of Captain Flusser. 

For several months previous it had been well understood that ironplated 
boats for operations in the sounds were in course of construction near Halifax on 
the Roanoke, and Kinston on the Neuse, to move down those rivers at the 
proper time in conjunction with a land force. Work on the former had been so 
often delayed for want of plates and other causes that its completion at times 
seemed doubtful, but was too well watched for me to obtain positive and reliable 
information. On the 10" of April, however, it was generally believed that the 
Albemarle, though not entirely covered with plating, had been floated down as 
far as the enemy’s works at Rainbow Banks. 

It was the design of Captain Flusser to fight this formidable antagonist in 
the river with his own boat lashed to the Southfield, running in at close quarters, 
whilst the Whitehead was to use every effort to disable her propeller, and great 
confidence was felt as to the result of this plan. 

The line of defense surrounding the town was divided into three nearly 
equal portions, the right commanded by Colonel Fardella, the center by Colonel 
Lehmann, the left subdivision being under the direction of Colonel Beach. 
Eighty-fifth Redoubt, so named from the regiment by which it was constructed, 
was a small detached work in front of the right, garrisoned by detachments of 
Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery and Eighty-fifth New York Volunteers, 
commanded by Captain Chapin, of the latter regiment. The attacking force, as 
was subsequently ascertained, consisted of Hoke’s, Ransom’s and Kemper’s 
brigades (the latter commanded by Colonel Mercer), all veteran regiments, 
mostly from Virginia and North Carolina. This division was accompanied by 
several formidable field batteries and a suitable force of cavalry. Until dark of 
the 17" sharp skirmishing was kept up on the Washington road, extending across 
the fields nearly to the Acre road, but without any important result, and the night 
was passed in comparative quiet. The enemy was too strong to attempt a sortie 
with any hope of success. 

On the following morning at daylight a severe cannonade was opened 
against Fort Gray, resulting in some fatal casualties, but the garrison remained 
firm, replying vigorously to the enemy’s fire. The 200-pounder in Battery Worth 
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was also brought to bear in that direction, but without any decided effect. The 
armed transport Bombshell, in communicating with Fort Gray, received several 
shots below her water-line, being barely able to return to town, when she sank at 
the wharf. The transport Massasoit made two trips to Roanoke Island, carrying 
away a large number of women and children, contrabands, and other non- 
combatants. The gun-boat Ceres, being above Fort Gray at the time of its 
investment, passed down the river under a destructive fire and rejoined the 
squadron, with a loss of 9 men killed and wounded. During the whole of this 
day incessant skirmishing was maintained along and between the main 
approaches in front of the town, at a distance of 1,200 yards from the line of 
defense, but soon after sunset the enemy advanced his batteries, supported by an 
overwhelming force, and appearances indicated a general attack. Our line of 
skirmishers fell back firing and in good order, and the enemy under cover of 
darkness opened a furious cannonade upon the town in every direction. This fire 
was replied to by Captain Sampson from Fort Williams with great coolness and 
precision, inflicting heavy damage and loss upon the enemy. Finding our front 
too well prepared for an assault, the attack was discontinued at about 8 o’clock, 
and the attention of the enemy directed toward Eighty-fifth Redoubt. This work, 
after a desperate resistance, was surrendered, and, as I have understood, under a 
threat of no quarter. Its gallant commander, Captain Chapin, Eighty-fifth New 
York Volunteers, fell nobly at his post, and Colonel Mercer, commanding the 
attacking column, was killed. No report has been received in regard to this 
transaction, and ] am therefore unable to detail the circumstances attending 
either the attack or surrender. A demand was then made for the surrender of the 
town, which was declined. 

On the following morning, April 19, at 3 a. m., the enemy again opened 
upon Fort Gray, and soon after, under cover of night and shadow of the trees on 
the opposite bank, the iron-plated ram Albemarle passed down unnoticed and 
without injury from the 200-pounder in Battery Worth. She was immediately 
engaged by the Miami and Southfield. I have no particulars in regard to this 
conflict, but the Southfield was sunk by the collision, and Lieutenant- 
Commander Flusser fell on his own quarter-deck with a lanyard in his hand. In 
the death of this accomplished sailor the Navy has lost one of its brightest 
ornaments, and he will be long remembered by those who knew and loved him 
for his intellectual worth, his social qualities, and manly bearing. 

The wooden gun-boats, being unable to contend with an antagonist so 
securely mailed, moved down the river, leaving it in full possession of the enemy. 
He was now on every side of the town, and this unlooked-for disaster created 
among the troops a moral effect of the most discouraging character. Hitherto 
every hardship and exposure had been met with cheerfulness and confidence. A 
series of covered excavations had been constructed along the line, affording 
shelter under the heavy fire, causing my loss to be comparatively slight. During 
this day the enemy planted a battery near the Eighty-fifth Redoubt, and, partly 
covered by that work, opened fire upon the town. The Albemarle also opened 
from below; both were returned from Fort Williams and Battery Worth, but 
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without effect. The enemy was very active, moving in different directions, 
withdrawing most of his force from the vicinity of Fort Gray, and apparently 
making a serious demonstration on my right. Skirmishing was severe in that 
quarter, and many casualties occurred on both sides. This state of things 
continued until dark, when the enemy in strong force succeeded in effecting the 
crossing of Coneby Creek below the town, and massed his column on my left. 
This disaster is unexplained, and placed me in a most critical position. Some 
changes were made during that night in the disposition of the troops, and 
arrangements made to repel attack both on the right and left. 

At daylight of the following day, April 20, while my right and front were 
seriously threatened, the enemy advanced rapidly against my left, assaulting and 
carrying the line in that quarter, penetrating the town along the river, and 
capturing Battery Worth. A line of infantry was formed from the breast-works 
perpendicularly toward the river, in hopes of staying the advance. This effort 
succeeded for a time, but the troops seemed discouraged, and finally fell back to 
the intrenchments. At the request of General Hoke, commanding the rebel 
forces, a personal interview was granted, at which a surrender was demanded in 
consideration of my untenable position, of the impossibility of relief, and that the 
defense had been highly honorable to all concerned. In failure of this, 
indiscriminate slaughter was intimated. The bearing of General Hoke during this 
interview was courteous and soldierlike. His demand was refused, and 
preparations were made to renew the contest. I was now completely enveloped 
on every side, Fort Williams, an inclosed work in the center of the line, being my 
only hope. This was well understood by the enemy, and in less than an hour a 
cannonade of shot and shell was opened upon it from four different directions. 
This terrible fire had to be endured without reply, as no man could live at the 
guns. The breast-height was struck by solid shot on every side, fragments of 
shells sought almost every interior angle of the work, the whole extent of the 
parapet was swept by musketry, and men were killed and wounded even on the 
banquette slope. A covered excavation had been previously constructed, to 
which the wounded were conveyed, where they received efficient medical 
attention. This condition of affairs could not be long endured without a reckless 
sacrifice of life; no relief could be expected, and in compliance with the earnest 
desire of every officer I consented to hoist a white flag, and at 10 a. m. of April 
20 I had the mortification of surrendering my post to the enemy with all it 
contained. It is to be remarked that during the siege and in the night a 
considerable number of North Carolina soldiers (many of them deserters from 
the enemy, and all of them fearing bad treatment in the event of capture) left 
their companies without authority, escaping in canoes, being picked up, as I have 
understood, by our boats in the sound. 

The foregoing statement is made, after an interval of four months, 
entirely from memory, not having received a single report from my subordinate 
officers. Most of them are still in captivity, and the others scattered over the 
country beyond my control; in fact, they have had no opportunity until now to 
perform this duty. Myself and officers were plundered of all our effects except 
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such as were on our persons; in other respects I was treated by General Hoke 
and his officers with kindness and courtesy. 

For the reason stated above I am unable to report the losses on either 
side, but I have reason to believe that my own casualties did not exceed 150, 
while from information derived by medical officers, who remained in Plymouth, 
the lowest loss of the enemy in killed and wounded is given at 850, many 
believing it to be far greater. 

With my personal staff I was at once separated from the troops, and on 
Saturday, the 23d, I was conveyed to Richmond via Weldon and Petersburg, and 
then confined in Libby prison April 26. The enlisted men, with the regimental 
officers, were marched to Tarborough, and thence by rail to Macon and 
Andersonville, Ga. On the 7" of May, in company with 850 captive officers, I 
was conveyed to Danville. Leaving that place on the 12" I was taken to Macon, 
and there confined until the 10" of June. On that day 50 senior officers, 
including myself, were ordered to proceed east, and passing through Savannah 
arrived in Charleston on the 12". At this place the party was confined in the city 
under the fire of the batteries at Morris Island. No inconvenience, however, was 
experienced from this unusual proceeding. On the 3d of the present month an 
exchange was effected under the direction of Major-General Foster, 
commanding Department of the South, and with the whole party I arrived in 
New York on the 9". 

It may be proper to state that a few days prior to the completion of this 
exchange a detachment of officers, prisoners of war, numbering 600, arrived in 
Charleston from Macon and were confined in the city jail and its yard. I visited 
them in the evening of the 2d, and found them very uncomfortable, being much 
crowded and poorly sheltered. I was assured, however, by the rebel authorities 
that this condition was only temporary, and that they should be soon removed to 
more suitable quarters. 

As soon as sub-reports are eee and examined they will be forwarded 
as accompaniments to this statement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. Wessells, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 
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Fort Monroe, Va., April 21, 1864 


Dispatches from Beaufort, N. C. Rebel ram came down the Roanoke, passed 
Plymouth, sunk the Southfield, disabled the Miami, and has gone into the Sound. 
Flusser is killed. Great consternation there. 


Benj. F. Butler 
Major-General, Commanding 
Hon. G.V. Fox 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
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CO. “K” 41° REGIMENT N.C.T. 
3" N.C. Cavalry 


This company known as “Clark Skirmishers” enlisted in Martin, Washington, Pitt, and 
Beaufort counties for twelve months service. Having formed early among the first to answer 
the call, this group was mustered into Confederate service on August 21° 1861. Their duty 
would first consist of local defense and special service [scout duty-raids]. The first muster of 
this company was taken at Washington, N.C. on the 6" of November 1861, however the first 
muster rolls were lost and another was made. These were received and accepted on 7” of May 
1862 although in service since 6 Nov. 1861. The company was under command of Capt. W. 
Jordan Walker and the company was hereafter known as Walker’s Cavalry company of NC. 
Volunteers. 


My first association with this unit was by a great uncle that I knew to have served with 
the Confederacy. | sent off for his service record and discovered that he had enlisted in the 3” 
N.C. Cavalry. At this time I did not realize that 1 would have other ties to my family. I soon 
discovered that my great-grandfather, Private John H. Hardison, enlisted Oct. 27, 1861 at age 
29 years old. He enlisted with a white horse that was valued at $160.00 and his equipment at 
$12.50. He was present for duty on most company muster rolls available, however in April 
1864 he is listed absent in Martin Co. without a horse. The Confederate government did not 
furnish horses and equipment, thus each man was responsible for securing a mount in case of 
loss. He was detailed to replace it and report back to his company or was sent to another unit 
until he had a replacement. He shows back up with a horse and is present and accounted for 
through Dec. 1864, there being no further muster rolls surviving. 


There are other ties with this company. A. Blount Waters served from 16" May 1862 
until the end. He had served in the 17 N.C. Volunteers and was captured on Roanoke Island. 
After being paroled he joined this company. He was brother to my great-grandmother, Mary 
Eliza Waters Hardison. Also in this company was William (Bill) Wright, enlisting on the 16" 
of May 1862, who married a sister (Francis Ann Waters) of my great-grandmother. This is just 
a portion of this proud unit that I have a tie to. But let us take a look at some of the great 
struggles these men endured. 


1861 Operated in Eastern N.C. on Picket and Scout duty from Lower Cape Fear to the 
Upper Blackwater in Virginia. 


1862 Operated in Eastern N.C.’on Picket and Scout duty and skirmished with the enemy on 
various occasions. 


1863 Continued to do duty over a large area with limited number of men and equipment. 
Skirmished with the enemy at Greenville, N.C. Dec. 1863. Lost one officer and one 
enlisted man. 


1864 Headquarters at Kinston, N.C. Several skirmishes with the enemy in the first three 
months and participated in General Hoke;s campaign in eastern N.C. Assisted the 
cavalry forces at Washington, N.C., and the attempt to recapture New Bern, N.C. in 
April. Being called back to Va. To help defend the Wilmington-Weldon RR. The 
company moved its headquarters to Weldon, N.C. 
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May 1864 Moved to Drewrys Bluff and remained until after the battle of the 16". Moved 
back to Richmond and joined General Gordon’s Brigade and participated in the 
fights at Hanovertown, Buckeye, Hanover Courthouse, Haws Shop, Ashland, 
White Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill, Harrison’s Landing, and back to Petersburg, 
where they skirmished every day with the enemy protecting the railroad. Here 
they kept up a picket line through the month of June. 


July 1864 Skirmished with the enemy several times and into the month of August 1864, 
where on the 15" and 16", in battle at White Oak Swamp and the Charles City 
Road and several skirmishes on the Weldon RR. Participated in the Battle of 
Reams Station on the 24" of August 1864. 


Sept. 1864 Participated in the Great Beefsteak Raid with General Wade Hampton, and 
skirmished with the enemy’s cavalry and infantry for the next few weeks, before 
being in the Battle of Boydton Plank Road. 


Nov. 1864 Company encamped at Gladcross Mill SW Petersburg on Boydton Plank Road. 
‘Dec. 1864 Involved in the action at Belfield, Va. And Moores Mill. 


The company never got back to North Carolina as a unit after this. It was a constant 
battle on the railroad and eventually from Richmond to Appomattox where the 3° NC. 
Cavalry helped cover the retreat of Lee’s army to the evening of the 8" preceeding the 
surrender of the 9"" of April. During the night, after word of the pending surrender, most of 
the cavalry left with General Fitzhugh Lee. Most were hoping to join Johnston in Carolina, but 
most just made their way home the best they could. Many never surrendered or took the oath 
of allegiance, but returned home, and tried to rebuild what four years of war had destroyed. 


JH 
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Twelve-pounder bronze rifled gun: This favorite weapon of the Confederates, 
styled the “Napoleon gun”, could be used at 1800 yards, but was most effective 
at 1200 yards. 


Lee’s Lieutenants, Vol. 3, p780. Douglas Southall Freeman. Scribners, 1944. 
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JAMES JOHNSTON PETTIGREW, BRIG. GENERAL 
“A Man For All Seasons” 


Johnston Pettigrew, son of Ebenezer and Ann Shepard Pettigrew, was born 4 July, 1828 
at “Bonarva”, the family plantation on the shores of Lake Phelps. The house in which he was 
born stood in Tyrrell County, one-quarter mile east of the Washington County line. It burned in 
1860. 


His father was a widely acclaimed agriculturist and served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Rev. Charles, Johnston’s grandfather. served as Rector of St. Paul’s , 
Edenton, and was North Carolina’s first Bishop-elect of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Johnston’s mother died in childbirth when he was two years old. He spent most of his 
early years with his maternal grandmother in New Bern, with periodic visits to Bonarva and 
Belgrade, the Pettigrew plantation in Washington County. 


He received his early formal education at Bingham’s School, Hillsborough, entered the 
University of North Carolina at age 14, and graduated (valedictorian) in 1847. Following a 
term as a professor of mathematics at the National Observatory, he studied at the University of 
Berlin and traveled extensively in Europe. He was especially enthralled by the Moorish culture 
of Spain. He attained fluency in several languages, and was well versed in Arabic and Hebrew. 
Pettigrew was widely acknowledged as a young man of unsurpassed brilliance. 


Returning to the States, he joined a South Carolina kinsman in the practice of law in 
Charleston, was elected to the Legislature, and became Colonel of a militia regiment. He 
aggressively and successfully opposed legislative efforts to legalize the importation of slaves. 
He and his militia were active at the siege of Fort Sumter. 


With the advent of war, Pettigrew enlisted as a private in the Hampton Legion, and 
went with it to Virginia. When North Carolina seceded, he was called by his native state to - 
command the 22"! North Carolina Regiment. He was promoted to brigade command in early 
1862. 
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Severely wounded and captured at Seven Pines, the General was exchanged after two 
months imprisonment. Subsequent service, except for a brief campaign in North Carolina, was 
in northern Virginia. 


Pettigrew’s Brigade was hotly engaged on July 1, 1863, at Gettysburg. On the 3", the 


General, in the absence of General Heath, the division commander, led the Confederate left in 
the famous charge against Cemetery Ridge. 


In the retreat, Pettigrew was mortally wounded at Falling Waters on the Potomac. He 
died on the 17" of July. Buried first at Raleigh, he was reinterred, soon after the war, among 
three generations of his illustrious family in the cemetery at “Bonarva”. 

EAN 


(North Carolina Regiments 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography. William S. Powell, UNC Press) 
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SOME WASHINGTON COUNTY MEN 
In The Confederate Navy 


While we can certify hundreds of county men who served in the Confederate ground 
forces, we have only an incomplete(?) roster listing our sailors. Those appearing on a roster, 
source unknown, in the Washington County Library, are: 


Armstrong, Alexander Phelps, John 
Cahoon, Doctrine Roe, W.F. 
Cahoon, W.J. Spruill, C.H. 
Clements, George Spruill, E.H. 
Holmes, Thomas Spruill, Noah 
Holmes, Trimigan Tetterton, Robert 
Norman, Henry Walcott, S.F. 
Phelps, Amariah White, Malachi 


Of the above, W.J. Cahoon and Henry (Howell) Norman are known to have served on 
the C.S.S. Artic, a “floating battery” on the Cape Fear River. The Artic’s crew are named in 
The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies....Series ll, Vol. 1, p279. 
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Smooth-bore 6 and 12 pounder cannon: Of little use at ranges in excess of 1000 
yards, except for diliberate defensive fire at 1200 to 1400 yards. Most effective 
at 600 to 700 yards. 


Lee's Lieutenants, Vol. 3, p779 
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A NAME IN THE SAND 


Alone I walked the ocean strand, 

A pearly shell was in my hand; 

I stooped and wrote upon the sand 
My name, the year, the day, 

As onward from the spot | passed, 

One lingering look behind I cast— 

A wave came rolling high and fast 
And washed my lines away. 


And so, methought, ‘twill quickly be 
With every mark on earth from me, 
A wave of dark oblivion’s sea 

Will sweep across the place 
Where I have trod the sandy shore 
Oftime, and been, to be no more, 
Of me, my day, the name I bore, 

To leave no track or trace. 


And yet, with him who counts the sands, 
And holds the waters in his hands 
I know a lasting record stands. 

Inscribed against my name, 


Of all this mortal part has wrought, 

Of all this thinking soul has thought, 

And from these fleeting moments caught, 
For glory or for shame. 


This poem was in the pocket of Brigadier General J. Johnston Pettigrew when he was 
mortally wounded at Falling Waters, on the Potomac, July 14, 1863. The author is identified 
‘ only as “Prentice”. 


(“The Pettigrew-Kirkland-MacRae Brigade“, North Carolina Regiments, Vol. IV, p. 561) 
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Of the eleven recorded deserters from Co. H., 17" North Carolina, five enlisted 
in the First or the Second N.C. Union Volunteers. One is known to have been 
captured and executed. 
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MATT W. RANSOM, BRIG. GEN. 
Ransom’s Brigade, CSA 


Matt Whitaker Ransom, son of Robert and Priscilla Whitaker Ransom, was born 8 
October, 1826. His grandfather, Matthew Cary Whitaker of “Shell Castle”, Halifax County, 
was a veteran of the War of the Revolution. 


Matt graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1847, practiced law, and 
became the state’s Attorney General in 1852. Shortly after the war began, he became colonel 
of the 35" Regiment, N.C.T. The 35" was one of the regiments of Ransom’s Brigade, 
commanded by Matt’s brother, Brigadier General Robert Ransom. 


Upon the promotion of Robert to Major General in June °63, Colonel Matt was 
advanced to brigadier general. He assumed command of Ransom’s Brigade; the change of 
command did not, of course, necessitate a change of the brigade’s “Ransom” designation. 


In addition to Plymouth, Matt also fought at Seven Pines, Malvern Hills, Sharpsburg, 
Drewry’s Bluff, and in the defense of Petersburg. 


At Plymouth on April 20, Ransom’s Brigade made the attack that carried the town’s 
eastern defenses and culminated in the surrender of General H.W. Wessell’s Union forces. 

After the war, General Ransom served as a senator from North Carolina. He died on 
his birthday in 1904. , 
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WILLIAM SHEPARD PETTIGREW, PVT. 
North Carolina Senior Reserves 


William was born October 3, 1818 at “Bonarva”, the family plantation on the shores of 
Lake Phelps. He attended William J. Bingham’s Academy in Hillsborough, and the University 
of North Carolina, where he studied law and received his degree in 1838. 


At age 21, he was given “Belgrade”, the family’s Washington County plantation, 
including the house built in the 1790’s by his grandfather, the Reverend Charles Pettigrew. 
Pettigrew’s Chapel, soon to be designated “St. David’s”, stood (and still stands) a few hundred 
feet from the front door of the manor house. William, the most religious and moralistic of the 
three brothers, must have enjoyed the proximity of the old chapel. 


Upon the death of his father, Ebenezer, William inherited “Magnolia”, a Tyrrell County 
plantation a few miles from Bonarva, which was now owned by brother Charles L. 


During the war, he found it expedient to move most of his slaves to the Piedmont, 
where he “refugeed” until entering the North Carolina Senior Reserves. This writer has found 
no indication that he held rank above “private”. 


Captain Charles Gilbert Elliott, Assistant Adjutant General of Kirkland’s Brigade, tells ~ 
of seeing William on Christmas, 1864 near Fort Fisher: “The Confederate forces under Bragg, 
outside of Fort Fisher, consisted of a small body of Senior Reserves, aged from 45 to 50, and 
some little cavalry. It was pitiful to see some of those gray-haired patriots dead in the woods, 
killed by shells from the fleet. Among those who carried a musket was Mr. William Pettigrew, 
brother of the heroic General-----since a venerable minister of the Gospel.” 


After the war, William was ordained Deacon in 1869, and was ordained Priest of the 
Protestant Episcopal church in 1870. By then he had been forced to sell his plantations. 


Following his ordination, Reverend Pettigrew served the Church of the Holy Innocents 
in Henderson, St. Johns in Williamsboro, and the Chapel of the Good Shepard at Ridgeway. 
He died, an old bachelor, in the Ridgeway rectory July 27, 1900. 


(North Carolina Regiments 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography. Powell. NC Archives & History 
The Pettigrew Papers, Vol. Il. NC A&H) 
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A private of the 6" North Carolina, telling his captain of his recent battle experiences, said: “I 
tell you, Captain, there’s a heap of funny things happens in battle if it were not for being so 
scared of getting killed”. 
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A “DEED OF DARING” 
William James Ausbon, Pvt. 
Co. H., 17" N.C. T. 


Lieutenant General D.H. Hill, CSA, writing from Charlotte in 1867, recounts six “Deeds 
of Daring”: 


There were at least six instances in the siege of Petersburg in which 
shells, with burning fuses attached, were picked up and thrown over the 
breastworks. On inquiry, each of these brave men were from North Carolina and 
their names and commands. .(included).... 


Captain Stewart L. Johnston, Company H., Seventeenth North Carolina 
Regiment says: “A shell from one of the enemy’s mortars fell in the midst of the 
company, and while it was spinning round like a top and the fuse still burning, 
Private William James Ausbon picked it up and cast it over the breastworks 
where it immediately exploded. General Beauregard in general orders directed 
his name to be placed on the Roll of Honor and that he be presented with a silver 
medal”. 


Private Ausbon had enlisted “for the war” on December 17, 1863. Captured at Wise’s 
Fork in March, 1865, he was released from Point Lookout on June 22. 


One of William’s brothers, Thomas, shared his captivity at Lookout. Another, 
McGilbray, was wounded at the siege of Petersburg, and captured in a Confederate hospital in 
Raleigh in April 1865.” All of the Ausbons were of Washington County 


A sketch of Captain Johnston may be found in our WCGS Journal of April, 1996. His 
first name, correctly, is Stuart. 


' North Carolina Regiments. Bol. V.. p17. 
2 North Carolina Troops. Vol. VI. 
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Colonel Edmund Cary Brabble, 32™ Regiment N.C.T., was a graduate of Dartmouth 


College. He, of Tyrrell County, was killed at Spottsylvania Courthouse. For photo, see 
WCGSJ, April 1996. 
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FRIENDLY FIRE 


Both sides in the Battle of Plymouth came under fire from their own guns. See 
Lieutenant Butts’ report of the shelling of the 85" New York’s fortifications by Federal 
gunboats (“85" Redoubt”, herein). From the Confederates, we excerpt an article by Captain 
W.H.S. Burgwyn, 35" Regiment, N.C.T.... “The ALBEMARLE steamed up to the foot of the 
main street leading from the river to the fort and opened fire. 


“The first shot fell short, killed and wounded several of the Thirty-fifth regiment, 
which lay across the street a short distance from the fort, awaiting the order to assult. This 


regiment was withdrawn nearer the river and the ALBEMARLE again opened on Fort 
Williams.” 


We find from most wars, and most major battles, incidents of destructive “friendly” 
fire. One of the most devastating of the Civil War was the mortal wounding of Stonewall 
Jackson by North Carolina troops, in the gloom of night and the confusion of battle, in the 
‘“‘Wilderness”, May 2, 1863. 


¢¢¢ ¢ 4 


JOHN THOMAS MERCER, COL. 
21" Georgia Regiment 


Colonel Mercer was killed on April 18 while leading Hoke’s Brigade in 
an assult on the 85"" Redoubt. The Brigade was composed of the Colonel’s own 
21° Georgia, and the 6", 21", and 43" North Carolina Regiments. As General 
Hoke was in command of the entire Confederate army at Plymouth, the 
command of his Brigade had devolved upon Colonel Mercer. 


Captain Robert Graham, 56" North Carolina (not in the battle of the 
Redoubt, gave this account: 


“Among our killed we mourn the loss of the brigade commander, the 
gallant Colonel Mercer, of the Twenty-first Georgia. ...... Colonel Mercer was a 
West Point classmate of Generals J.E.B. Stuart, Hood, Custis Lee, and W.D. 
Pender. He is buried at Tarboro beside his last named comrade.” 


(North Carolina Regiments, Vol. IIL.) 
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Sam Anderson, described only as a negro “body guard”, was carried on the muster 
rolls of Co. H., 6" Regiment N.C.T. 
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ROBERT FREDERICK HOKE 
Major General, CSA 


Robert Hoke was born at Lincolnton, NC May 2, 1837. After local schooling, he 
graduated from the Kentucky Military Institute. Upon the state’s first call for troops, he was 
commissioned second lieutenant in the 1 North Carolina Volunteers (later designated “1 ‘la 
NC”). The First Regiment played a major role in the first victory of the war in June, and 
everafter proudly bore the designation, “Bethel Regiment”. 


He advanced through the grades to command of the 21" North Carolina. Shortly after 
the Battle of Fredricksburg, he was promoted to Brigadier General. With one rank or another, 
he would take part in such battles as Bethel, Hanover Courthouse, Seven Days, Second 
Manassas, Chancellorsville (where he was severely wounded), Plymouth, Drewry’s Bluff, Cold 
Harbor, Siege of Petersburg, Ft. Fisher, and Bentonville. 


In the Plymouth campaign, Brigadier General Hoke commanded the Confederate army 
comprised of Hoke’s, Kemper’s, and Ransom’s Brigades, and the supporting cavalry and 
artillery units. His victory brought him promotion to Major General and the command of a 
division. He was soon called back to Virginia. 


In December, 1864, Hoke’s Division was ordered south to help oppose the Federal 
threat to Ft. Fisher and southeastern North Carolina. It never returned to the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

The ever-fair Douglas Freeman assessed the general thus: “Robert Hoke has been a 
superlative Colonel and an excellent, hard-hitting Brigadier. As a division commander, he had 
one defect only, but it might have been fatal; he could not or he would not co-operate”. 


After the war, the General returned to mining and other family enterprises, married, and 
sired six children. He died in 1912 at age 75. 


(North Carolina Regiments 
Lee’s Lieutenants, Vol. 3, p618. Douglas Southall Freeman, Scribners 1944.) 
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TYRRELL & WASHINGTON COUNTY VETERANS 


This roster, circa 1896, is from the minutes of the Tyrrell County Veterans’ Association 
which was active as late as the 1920s. Many of the old soldiers were of Washington County. 
We apparently had no such organization. The roster is, with the Minutes, on microfilm at the 


Washington County Library. Due to the quality of the man 


transcription is subject to error. 


T.L. Jones Co. 
W.H. Hardison Co. 
Doctrin Cahoon Co. 
? ? Co. 
Ab Alexander Go. 
David Alexander Co. 
T.T. Combs Co. 
J.S. Cahoon Co. 
Nelson Alexander Co. 
S.D. Smith (oe, 
A.H. Armstrong Co. 
W.J. Barnes Co. 
L.B. Best Co. 
James Litchfield Co. 
Wm. D. Gibson Oo: 
John Bateman Co. 
W.G. Calston Co. 
W.S. Davenport Co. 
John H. Thomas Co. 
Thos Basnight es 
Jesse Cahoon Co. 
B.S. Spencer Co. 
Levin Godwin Co. 
T.W. Knight Co. 
W.W. Alexander Co. 
Samuel L. Sawyer Co. 
W.L. Sawyer Co. 
M.G. Elliott Co. 
H.Z. Tarkenton Co. 
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F.L. Brickhouse 
T.A. Armstrong 
J.L. Cooper 
D.D. Brickhouse 
~ W.W. Kemp 
A.A. Combs 
J.H. Sawyer 
John W. Tarkenton 
John Dunston 
Eli Woodley 
W.C. Kemp 
Haywood McCabe 
John J. Norman 
B.V. Alexander 
John H. Vanhorn 
S.D. Wynne* 
(this entry is marked through) 
S.E. Mann 
T.S. Downing 
Edmond Sexton 
Arthur Collins 
C.E. Tatem 
D.B. Ambrose 
Burnes, G.L. 
J.I. Bateman 
L.B. Comstalk 
H.H. Davenport 
Benjamin Gibson 
Wm Gray 
J.W. Hopkins 
W.H. Hassell 
J.S. Hassell 
Wm H. Jones 
Wm F. Knowls 
George Merritt 
S.C. Patrick 
J.D. Phelps 
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John W. Rhodes Co. A. 32. NC 


W.E. Shallington Co, 1. 3 NC 

Joseph W. Tarkenton Co. G., 2 NE Cavalry 
D.S. Sanderlin Co. A., 32 NC Regiment 
W.B. Thurston Johnson Batery Va 
Lemuel Basnight Co. A., 32 NC Regiment 
Nehemiah Norman Co. H., 17 NC Regiment 
Calvin Hassell Co. G., 1 NC Troops 
Geo W. Terry Co.(?) 3 Bat artil N.C.T. 
James W. White Co. H., 17 NC Regiment 
A.W. Spruill Co. B., 3 Bat N.C.T. 
Dempsey Spruill Co. H., 17 NC Regiment 
C.T. Foreman Co. F., 15 VA Cavalry moved 
J.C. Stilman Montgomery Blues Ala 
Col W. F. Beasley 71 Regiment NC 

W.R. Chesson Co: H., 17 NC Regiment 
S.R. Chaplin Co. G., 2 NC Cavalry 

Jas Bateman Independent State Troops 


by W.H. Spencer 


* The marking out of the name of S.D. Wynne is probably explained by his sketch in North 
Carolina Troops: “...he deserted to the enemy ‘while on picket’ on October 19, 1864.” (ed.) 
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Adam Clark Wentz & Uncle Joe Swain were in the Civil War & when the Confederate 
army got so poor & didn’t have food, Uncle Joe went over to the Union Army to get food so 
he could live. 1 remember them sitting on the front porch talking about that. Grandpa Wentz, 
who, of course knew about it, asked him why did he go to the Union Army. He told him, “To 
get something to eat,” and, in turn, he asked Grandpa (a German) why the Germans were so 
mean. Grandpa said, “Well, way back yonder they won’t as mean as they are now.” This was 
during early World War I. 

LLS 
(Told by Hildred Swain) 
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GEORGE P. COLLINS, MAJOR 
Pettigrew’s Brigade 


George was.“‘to the manner born”, being son of Josiah II] and Mary Riggs Collins of 
splendid “Somerset” on Lake Phelps, Washington County. His father was one of the largest 
slave holders of the state, owning 328 in 1860. 


In 1860 all three of the surviving Collins brothers, Josiah 1V, George, and Arthur, were 
at Somerset. Three other brothers had died by drowning or riding accidents. All of the 
survivors would serve in the Confederate Army. 


In 1862, George joined Company G., 17" North Carolina Regiment, and was elected 
second lieutenant. He was later transferred to Pettigrew’s Brigade, becoming quarter-master 
with the rank of major. The brigade was commanded by James Johnston Pettigrew, who had 
been born at “Bonarva”, one-quarter mile east of the Collins home. We can reasonably surmise 
that the general requested George’s services in his new command. 


Following Gettysburg, the Major had the sad task of writing to the parents of Colonel 
Henry King Burgwyn (the “Boy Colonel of the Confederacy”) with the circumstances of the 
Colonel’s death on July 1, 1863. Collins wrote: 


“.....he was one of the eleven shot bearing the colors of his regiment, and fell with his 
sword in his hand, cheering his men on to victory. The ball passed through the lower part of 
both lungs and he lived about two hours.” 


George’s father died, a refugee at Hillsboro, in 1863. During the war “Somerset” was 
stripped of all valuables by Union troops and local Unionist known as “Buffaloes”. The family 
returned at wars-end, but were unable to revive the family fortunes. Somerset passed forever 
from Collins ownership. 


(Washington County Census, 1860. 
North Carolina Regiments, Vol. IT) 
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SILENT SAM 
Does He Really Know? 


“In 1913 the United Daughters of the Confederacy contributed funds for erection of a 
bronze statue of a Confederate soldier, sculpted by Canadian sculptor John Wilson honoring 
the war dead. Called Silent Sam by generations of students, it stands at the northern end of 


McCorkle Place in line with the Caldwell Monument, Davie Poplar, and the Old Well." 
(Light On The Hill, William D. Snider. University of North Carolina Press. 1992) 


Afterword 
Mr. Snider shied away from telling why Sam came to be called “Silent”; but all UNC 
students of the past eighty years know. ...The noble statue had hardly been unveiled before 
the word spread that Sam would fire his gun whenever a virgin passed his post. Sam, ever 
vigilant, still stands “Silent”. 
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McCleese, Nelson... ccc eee sete 3.4.5 
Meekins. James A. .....-.:cc eee teeters eereeetee entre 5 
Mercer, John Thomas...........0::eree 14: 15.27 
Moffitt. John No...cccc ccc eescee eee cnet enters e tes eeeeetes 9 
N 

Norman, Andrew...........::-:::eeeeeeee etree 2 
Norman, Cassandra ........00: ccc eseeeneeeees 12 
Norman, Eliza..........ccccceeee eee reeset tne sete 12 
Norman, Henry ...........0::::c: eerie 22 
Norman, John J. ........cceccceeeeeee eee 30 
Norman, Joseph. .........0:c:cccscee eects ete: 12 
Norman, Joseph Stockton ............:.::cereeeee 12 
Norman, Joseph Swift .......0.::::ccsestrtes 12 
Norman, Martha..........0..:0:cccceeceeees reste 12 
Norman. Nehemiah ..............000:::::cceeeeeeceseeees 31 
Norman. Permelia ...............000:::: seers erent 12 
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Norman. Thomas Joshua............::::::seseetereeees 12 
Norman. WiLQ....c cece cece ere eeeeeennee etter ennees 12 
North Carolina. University of........-.... 21, 23, 24, 32 
O 
Owens, Benjamin F......... 1s seceeeererseeneeeeesenetenens 5 
Owens. Joseph M.......:cccccccccecereceeesseeesenenreeeeneses 5 
P 
Patrick, Franklin E. 02.0.0: eeseeesereeeteeeessertees 5 
Patrick. Joni Av .occccccccceecceeneeeeeerecereeese tere seeenee neg 5 
Peake. S.S..cccccccccsesseeceeeeereeeeenseneseseesseneeseeseenesnennes 8 
Petersburg ..........:cceeee 2. 3,17, 20, 23, 26, 28 
Pettigrew. Ann Shepard .........csccssrercercrss 21 
Pettigrew, Charles. .........--..-:--+-nerereernerenengoess 21, 24 
Pettigrew. Ebenezer .........-.-.ereerecseceeerenertess 21, 24 
Pettigrew. James Johnston..........+-+10 21, 25, 32 
Pettigrew. William Shepard ..........:c:::cseree 24 
Phelps, Amarial .........-:-.cssscscseeereeesetenseterenanens es 22 
Phelps, Franklin E. ........-..-.:-sessereeresrerseneenrentnsse 5 
Phelps. Girard W. ..ccscesssessssereseseetsenerenesensenennennes 1 
Pluel ps. JOq I .....cccanerchivannenrcscersecsensennrsntanninnas 22 
Pickett. General ..........0.:: cece ssaectlbeotoenes 13 
R 
Ransom. Matt Whitaker ..............::0::-e-csererereeeeeees 23 
Ransom. Priscilla Whitaker.........00-::: eee 23 
Ransom, Robert ......00.cccccceeececcceeseeteeeeeenseeneeeneenss 23 
Ray, Neil W. .vcscccccccecesnrnsrssnasies eens ssntesnnenancsbons 10 
Rhodes. John W........cccccccccecseeeeeeee reese ennneeeeennes 31 
Ripley; Edward H..c..scccscsc-voessnasenennsinrnnseneenetecer 6 
Roche, Captain ......c...5.0sacereeeoersernpeg enemies 14 
Roe. WE. cccccccceceeeeccceceeeeeeseeeeseeepeenseeeeeesnerensseeenes 22 
Rowan. Commodore ..........:ccceeeeeeeteeeeeteenteessereees 9 
Russell, Lieutenant ........0....00:ceeeeeeeeeseeeenne etree 13 
S 
Sampson. Captain... cccererereeeceeee 14, 15 
Sanderlin, DoS. .....ccccccccceeceeecsee cere eens te seenneeennes 3] 
Savage. Jon A. ...ccceceseeee steerer res tetenetestes 5 
Sawer, JH. saesneneesmeercrerstenetsevantenannnsess 30 
Sawyer. JON A. ..il.escsesccceceoteeeeseseesesuteemneeteneersess 5 
Seven PIneS............cceeeeeceeeeeeee ener enna nge sen terecsee 29:23 
Sexton, Edimond ...........:ceecesseeeeeeee tere eeeseneeenertnes 30 
Shallington., W.E. ....cccceeeeseeseeeeenteneenestenseneeneenens 31 
Sharpsburg, .........ccccceeceseeseseseeeseeeeeseeneeeeetes 10, 23 
Silent Sam .....cccccccceeseeceseeeeeeeeeeeeetneseseensteeeereees 32 
Sloan. William J... cece ee eeeeereeeeeseaeetnees 2 
Smith, S.D. .cccccccccceccescseeteeseeeseeneeneeeserseesesseeneenens 29 
Spencer, W.H..........-.:ceceseeececeeeneneneaesestanenenetes 31 
Spreill A. We oc cccscsaeenenene ss steerneeeeten en enntenenet an 31 
St CF warsgsecs eens cn ennteasananaeatinaaaneenn ese ternnet 22 
Spruill, Detpsey nn. nearocnenennersnenroeteines 31 
Spruill, BA. 2c ceen ess ” siulsaagn-aeeatebesopaneietes reese 22 
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Spruill, NOAD ......c.-c-eseesenereisteneeneeeerenernnennnenns 22 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ............:: ee 4 
Stanton, SCCretary.......... cece erties 8 
Stilrman. J.C... ccccceeee cence ented eee tee teeenieens 3] 
Swain, JOC .....ccccccccccecceceeeeceeseee eee eeneeeeenesnenennenys 31 
T 

Tarkenton, JON 2.0 eerie 5 
Tarkenton, John W.. ..........::::cc eres 4. 30 
Tarkenton. Joseph W. ..........cc cece eset 31 
Tarkington, Cornelius .........0...... cee a 
Tarkington, James .......0.- cece ect teetteree ne teesetes 3 
Tarkington, Lawrence S. «0.0.0.5: 3 
Tarkington. Samuel C. .....1...---.-.:se stesso 3 
Tatem. CE. cglaccde te corneas ned aa eg 30 
Taylor, A. We fides caer tant eter a 14 
Terry, Geo Wa... cere th agate renee 31 
Tetterton. Robert ..............00 sce eeeeeeertee eters 22 
Thurston. W.B........ccccccecceeeeeecceeeeeee ernest etereeees 3] 
V 

Vanhorn. John H. ou... cece cee teeter 30 
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Walcott. S.F. .ccccccccccceeeeeeseeseeeneeteecenestsennersasenees 22 
Walker. W. JOrdany ..........cccceeeee cere eters eereetnnse tens 19 
Waters. A. Blount ..........0.:::cceeeseeseeterreteree terres 19 
Waters. FranciS AMM ..........cceeeecneenerteeeeneeee rs 19 
Watts. Mary ....cceccccccccecseeceeeseneeeenaesnsereeersnaeeneenes 10 
Wentz. Adam Clark ..........ccceseeceseceerersneenrres 31 
Wessells. H.W...ccccccccccscecceecceceeneeseneenesegnesensnazns 17 
Whitaker. Matthew Cary ......---.::c:c erect 23, 
White Hall ....ccccccccceccccccceeeceeceeeeeeeeeeeneeneeenneneee seen 4 
White, Amn Eliza ....0....ceccceeccceeneereeeeneerneeneeeiseens 3 
White. Helen Henrietta...........::::eecceeereeereeeeeerrees 3 
White. James W. ......c.:-cceeeeceeeereereeeerteeee reese stnaes 31 
White. Malachi ..c....c-ccccccccceceeeeeeeseeeereereteetessenies 22 
White. Noalt......c.cccecccccecseeesceeseeeereeeesneeenseerenerenegs 3 
Williams. J. Marshall.............::::: eee: sseeereeterrreeees 8 
Winder. JOWn Co .ccccccccceecceeesteceececeereetbeceenreetnarennees 7 
Woodley. Eli ....ccccceccccccceceesecesesseesesenetsenenennenenes 30 
Wright. William (BUD L535. cise ed 19 
Wy nite, SDE cap Sages inn thon deere 30, 31 
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(The Roanoke empties into Albemarle Sound just off map’s right margin) 


* The Official Racords of the Union and Confederate Navies 
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